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All of Trinity’s international
students are from climates
much warmer than
Pittsburgh’s! Bundled up, front
row, l to r, are Henrique
Lacerda, Shady Anis, Beatrice
Aber, Jonathan Wong and
Ferdinand M’bwangi; back row
l to r, are Abraham Nhial,
Emmanuel Akinola, and Elias
Chakupewa.
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Dear Friends of Trinity,

In this issue of Seed & Harvest you will meet
our international students. They add a great
deal to our life and understanding, and we are
blessed to have them! We pray that we are 
making a contribution to the churches from
which they come to us. God willing, they will
return and serve as educators in seminaries or
as bishops or in other leadership capacities.

I recall saying to some of the Primates gathered in Singapore that I couldn’t under-
stand why they would send believing candidates and priests to study in seminaries
that didn’t teach the Anglican grasp of the biblical gospel. For instance, one Primate
told one of his candidates, “I am sending you to America with a big Bible – do not
come home with a little one. You will not do me any good with a small Bible.” (Of
course, here at Trinity, we are very “big” on the Bible!) The reply of the Primates to
me was that they did want to send students to Trinity but that we have too few
scholarships. 

We can say now that we have more scholarships, and we praise God that because 
of the generosity of some of our donors, we are now able to have eight international 
students in our midst. I want to thank the donors that have made that possible.
(And, I hasten to add, they did this without reducing their giving to the annual
budget. Deans do have to keep the annual budget in mind and prayer.) 

What do these brothers and sisters add to our life and thought at Trinity? First, they
bring a perspective from a different culture, one in which the tribe and family play
a more pervasive role than they do in our more individualistic culture. Since this is
also true of the Bible, conversations of how things are done back in their home-
lands often cast light on the biblical texts we are studying. Ours is a secular culture,
but theirs is a religious culture and one more open to the miraculous and super-
natural. Here, too, the Bible is illustrated by what they have seen and lived through.
We have much, and they often come from cultures where there is little, and being
aware of this challenges us to live more simply. We live largely in safety, but many
of them come from places where war and death are often not far away and in the
midst of which Christ has been with them. Friendships are made that will last a
lifetime, often leading to mutual visitations and ministries in the years ahead. We
are a global Anglican Communion – it is a thrill to be living that out every day at
Trinity.

The other night the international students invited a number of us to dinner in one
of the two houses that are set aside for them. They expressed to us their deep 
gratitude for the education, friendship and loving care they are experiencing here 
at Trinity. We, in turn, were able to tell them how much we are thankful for the 
richness of experience, deep faith and love they share with us. We prayed for one 
another. It was a profoundly touching evening. With your help, I trust we will have
more of them, and for years to come.

Affectionately in Christ, your brother,

From the Interim Dean and President...

Beatrice Aber and Bishop John
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Our International Students: 
Anglicanism Really is “Global” at Trinity

There are eight international students in the Trinity
community this year, more than ever before. We asked
them about their homelands, their faith, their
“American experience,” and their studies. Here are
their stories.

My name is Beatrice Aber and I am an MAR stu-
dent from the Anglican Church of Uganda, origi-
nally from the Northern part of Uganda and par-
ticularly the Diocese of
Kitgum, where I serve as a
church deacon.  I am proud
of my homeland, despite the
many pains we go through
in some parts of it.

When I am in Kitgum
town, I live with my sisters
and brothers. My blood
mother passed away, but still I am blessed with
the presence of my father and stepmother who
live just a kilometer away from us. We get to meet
daily because Dad comes around to work in a fam-
ily corn meal plant based in the area of our resi-
dence, which is used to financially support the
school-going ages. As often as I am in the district,
I travel to stay with my brothers and sisters and
many extended family members who live in the
camps: They mean a lot to me!   I request you to

pray that more of my relatives come to know
Christ and be devoted to him.

I came to Trinity through the recommendation of
my diocesan Bishop, as well as Uganda Christian
University where I was a student and conducted
some tutorial classes.

When I go back to Uganda, I hope to be actively
involved in Christian ministry, wherever God
places me. And it’s my humble request that you
stand with me in prayer that by all means, I might
be equipped for his purpose, academically and
spiritually, and that his plan for me may be more
clearer. My ambition is to get a school to teach in
so that I can support myself in ministry.  Hope-
fully I shall get back to UCU, having been sent by
them. But if I don’t, still I shall be glad to serve as
a civil servant in my home town where I trained
in education as well as taught since 1997. There I
shall be with my home people and get more
involved in diocesan programmes too. With time,
I also hope to get ways of writing Christian litera-
ture, to help nurture especially the new converts 
but also counsel and encourage others who come
to Christ, to stand firm in the faith.

While in the US, I have been challenged by the
maximum value accorded and the use of time,
especially in the churches and programmes that I
have attended. From Trinity, I have enjoyed the
spirit of socialisation, love and concern accorded
by the whole community – this has made my life
here very easy. One thing I have admired from the
staff and faculty is the level of unity and above all
the humility – my professors are good listeners,

Beatrice
Aber
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and each one serves without considering their
spiritual or academic qualifications. This spirit is
Christ-like! For example, I find it very easy to
approach and call our honourable Dean President
by his first name because of the servant spirit he
models for each of us.  

I appreciate all of you! May God bless Trinity! May
he bless Ambridge! May God bless America and
may God visit the church in America! May he not
pass by all the other nations where each of us
comes from. May God remember Sudan!

My name is Emmanuel Olusegun Akinola; my
home is in Abuja, Nigeria.  I am the youngest of
six children, and the only one in full-time min-
istry.  I was recently ordained
into the priesthood ministry
of the Anglican Church of
Nigeria. After I finished my
first degree in theology from
the Theological College of
Northern Nigeria, my bish-
op granted me the privilege
to further my studies.
Trinity seemed to be the best place he had in 
mind, being one of the best conservative Anglican
seminaries in the US.

I began my studies here the fall of 2006, and I
have enjoyed many of the lectures.  The profes-
sors have been very gracious, because it is not
easy adjusting to a new environment and system
of learning.  I am doing the MAR with special
focus on Systematic Theology.  I hope to graduate
in the spring of 2008.  I am writing a thesis in
this my final year, doing biblical and philosophical
research on “An evil spirit from the Lord” (1 Sam
16).  My thesis advisor is Dr. Erika Moore.  

My biggest cultural adjustment since coming to
Pennsylvania has been the language.  Although

English is Nigeria’s lingua franca, most people
speak pidgin/broken English.

After my studies here, I intend to gain some
parish ministry experience back in Nigeria. Trinity
has given me a broader, richer, and more global
understanding of Christian theology. Christianity
in Nigeria is growing by the minute; I can safely
say about 60% of Nigerians are Christians.  The
only problem I see among most Christians in
Nigeria is the widespread appeal of the prosperity
gospel.  Its popularity is no surprise, because the
standard of living through most of Nigeria is
below average. Nigerians and Africans in general
are very religious, so I think American students
would find it interesting to see how the gospel has
acculturated in Nigeria. 

My name is Shady Anis and I am from Cairo,
Egypt.  Before coming to Trinity to study, I was a
biomedical engineer for about eight years.
During this time, I also
served as a youth group
leader for my home church,
which led me to pursue a
ministerial education.

I chose Trinity because I
was looking for a place that
held a high view of
Scripture and commitment to the
authentic message of the Gospel, which narrowed
down the choices dramatically!  Trinity’s offer of a
scholarship was also instrumental in enabling me
to attend here.  I came to Ambridge in August
2006, so I have been here for around fifteen
months now. 

I’m doing an MAR with an emphasis on
Systematic Theology. I will hopefully graduate in
May of 2008.  My thesis is about the theory of 

Emmanuel
Akinola

Shady
Anis
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evolution and intelligent design. My supervisor is
the Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry.

After I graduate, I will be teaching Systematic
Theology at Alexandria (Egypt) School of
Theology.  Trinity’s Systematics professor, Dr.
Terry, and the variety of theology courses offered
have provided me a great foundation in various
areas from which to teach.

My biggest cultural adjustment since arriving?
Moving from a city as large as Cairo which never
sleeps, to Ambridge, in which everything closes by
6 pm, has been hard!

I would invite American seminary students to
come to Egypt and immerse themselves, even for
a little while, in the culture.  The nature of Egypt
itself honors time dedicated to relationships over
time dedicated to tasks.  Interruptions to one’s
personal agenda are not seen as intrusions, but as
opportunities in which to be engaged.  Exposure
to living and ministering amongst such spontane-
ity, with a need to adapt to it, can be a beneficial
experience for any minister.

My name is Elias Chakupewa and I am from
Tabora Diocese, The Anglican Church of
Tanzania.  My wife is Lucy and my children are
Asher (22), Ezrom (20),
Advent (18), Samuel (14),
Editha (11) and Andrew (8).
They are all in Tanzania
while I am in the United
States.

I was converted from Islam
in 1978 while I was a pri-
mary pupil at the age of 16. It was a miracle
because I went to attend an open air meeting out
of curiosity with my age-mates, some of whom
were Christians. It is where Jesus came into my
life.

I am now an ordained priest since 1992. I have
worked in many capacities including Bible school
teacher, provost of the cathedral church, diocesan
youth coordinator and most recently Director for
Mission and Evangelism and supervisor for
church planting.

I came to Trinity during the summer of 2007 to
pursue studies for an MAR, having been given a
scholarship by Trinity.  I have enjoyed the security,
hospitality and friendship I have received since
being in the United States, and the biggest adjust-
ment:  the different kind of food.

After I graduate from Trinity I will probably be
teaching at a seminary in Tanzania, although I am
not sure which seminary since we have several of
them.  I would like the reader to know that
Tanzania is the most peaceful country in Africa,
characterized by a common language, Kiswahili.
Tanzania has two main religions – Christianity
and Islam – yet we live together in harmony and
peace.

My wife, Ivy, and I are from João Pessoa city,
Paraíba state, northeast of Brazil (Diocese of
Recife, Province of Southern
Cone of America). She is 28
and I am 31 and we had our
five year marriage anniver-
sary last month! We came to
Trinity so that I may study
for an MAR. We have no
children yet but we are wait-
ing on God for this blessing! 

In Easter of 1996, I decided to participate at a
spiritual retreat for youth, and it was there I had
my personal meeting with Jesus Christ, recog-
nized Him as my Savior and decided to submit all
my life, all my being, to His ownership. In the
Easter of 1996, when everybody was celebrating

Elias
Chakupewa

Henrique
Lacerda
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Christ’s resurrection, I did try on my New Birth in
Christ. From then on, God started to transform
the route and the story of my life.

I came to Trinity in response to a call and a chal-
lenge of God that literally said to me and my wife:
“Go from your country and your kindred… to the
land that I will show you.” We were afraid, faced
with that challenge that was really huge and hard
in our Brazilian reality. But God replied to us:
“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or
children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
time, houses and brothers and sisters and moth-
ers and children and lands...” (Mark 10:29-30)
Then, we just said: “Here are we! Send us.”

The Diocese of Recife has a project that forms
local and national Anglicans leaders committed to
“the faith that was once for all entrusted to the
saints,” through creation of a stronger seminary.
Trinity has been an important partner giving
scholarships in support of our project, and I am
the second Brazilian student that has received
one. In addition, my wife Ivy is improving her
English skills to prepare herself to start her stud-
ies next year here at Trinity, God willing.

Although the US is a gorgeous country with a lot
of beautiful places to enjoy and things to discover,
their people have been what I have enjoyed the
most since arriving here. I have met people who
are extremely friendly, enjoyable and caring of us.
I am very thankful for this.

I have noticed that people in the USA have an
amazing availability to bless others by giving. I am
really learning very much with that spirit of self-
giving, especially between Christians. This makes
me remember the churches of Macedonia when
“they gave themselves first to the Lord and then
by the will of God to us” (2 Cor 8:5).

Brazil is a country blessed by God and beautiful in
its nature. But Brazilian Christians have faced
many problems and challenges spreading the
Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, especially in the

Northeast. Although we are growing in numbers –
today we are officially about 17% of the population
– the idolatry, secularism and a spurious
Christianity have increased, too. The formation of
a reliable and strong Christian leadership has
become imperative to our future as a nation truly
of Jesus Christ. Please, keep us in your prayers.

When we leave Trinity I want to be an agent of
growth of the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus in my
country, preparing other leaders to the mission (by
teaching and mentoring), shepherding the people
of God (through my local church) and developing
other projects in the areas of leadership, worship,
church growth and social issues. By the Grace of
God!

My name is Ferdinand Manjewa M’bwangi and I
am from Kenya, Anglican Diocese of Mombasa.  I
am a teacher at Bishop Hannington Institute for
Theology and Development
Studies.  My wife’s name is
Evylene Manjewa, and she is
currently doing a 3-year
Diploma in Theology at
Carlile School for Theology
of Church Army in Nairobi,
Kenya. We have three chil-
dren: Holga (15) in first year
of secondary education; Abraham (14) seventh year
of primary education; and Moses (10) fifth year of
primary education.  All the children are in board-
ing schools in Mombasa, having a separation of
about 450 kilometers between them and their
mother, and thousands of kilometers between
them and their father!

I was raised in a Christian home, so I had the
opportunity to be introduced to some Christian
virtues from a very early life. I worked for ten
years in the hotel industry, working with the

Ferdinand
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African Safari Club.  I committed my life to Jesus
Christ in 1994 after meeting an open-air preacher
and having him read 2 Corinthians 5:17 to me.  I
wanted that newness of life that those verses talk
about, and he led me to Christ.  My heart immedi-
ately experienced indescribable serenity and joy
and I was released from the bondage of sin (Luke
4:18).  And I left the hotel industry then, because
it was a place of many temptations and a lot of
corruptions.

I became involved in teaching Sunday School and
being a Lay Reader, then began teaching full-time
at a theological college.  I was ordained in the
Anglican Church of Kenya, Diocese of Mombasa
and was posted to serve as curate for one year in a
parish within Mombasa district.  Then, under the
diocesan bishop’s recommendations, I began my
Bachelor of Divinity. I finished this program in
May 2003, and in June 2003 began teaching at a
provincial college in our diocese (where I studied
for a diploma in theology).  After teaching for
three years, I was given study leave by my dioce-
san bishop, and came here for a two-year Master
of Arts in Religion. 

After this degree I wish to do a PhD, whether in
USA or anywhere else. However, this ambition for
going ahead to study for a PhD has to be worked
together with my diocesan bishop. 

I greatly thank God for being here in the US. I
have enjoyed the company of those who helped
me to settle down and find my way out, my
Bridgers, the students who live with us in the
same house and the Trinity staff, both academic
and non-academic.  I also enjoy the programs of
study. Sometimes when these programs are being
delivered in class by the teacher, they kind of
make me feel that I am in a retreat center. The
professors are just the right kind of people. 

I have also enjoyed the sensitivity of the Trinity
community. Recently when I really felt that I
needed to go home for Christmas, I wrote letters
to a few Trinity friends to share the need with
them. After about two weeks I received money
from these people, enough for me to purchase my

flight ticket to go home for Christmas on Dec 12!
To me this is a gesture to the fact that the Trinity
community is a Christian community which is
sensitive to students’ needs.

The biggest cultural learning has been in social
life. We keep getting many invitations to share a
meal. To me these invitations are indicators of the
social dynamics in American life style. This has
taught me how important it is for people to find
time and share food and stories, amidst tight busy
schedules.  I also appreciate how much people in
America desire to learn.  In Africa there is an age
limit for learning.

Whether or not (or whenever) I pursue a PhD, I
would like to go back and continue with teaching
at Bishop Hannington Institute for Theology.
Apart from teaching I would like to engage with
research work of some kind aimed at identifying
problems that are adversely affecting human soci-
ety (e.g. poverty, HIV/AIDS, unemployment, vio-
lence, etc). Please pray with me that God will
make it possible for me to realize these dreams, to
the glory and honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

My name is Abraham Nhial and I am from Aweil,
Southern Sudan.  My wife is Daruka Aluong Bior
and we have a daughter, Abuk Yel Nhial. They live
in Nakuru, Kenya.

I am a member of the group
of Sudanese war orphans
known as the “Lost Boys of
Sudan.” I found myself sep-
arated from my family at
nine years of age when my
village was attacked by
Northern Muslim extrem-
ists. Through God’s blessings and love to and for
me, I ultimately survived a journey that took me
more than a thousand miles, a dozen years, and

Abraham
Nhial
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through three countries in East Africa. On this
journey we had terrible conditions, eating just
leaves and roots of trees to survive, sleeping on
the grass, and drinking dirty water. We were
attacked by wild animals, which had eaten many
young people among us, but God saved some of
us to be witness of what took place in Sudan. Also
in this journey I accepted Jesus Christ as my per-
sonal Savior in 1989 in Dimma Refugee Camp in
Ethiopia.

It is through Sudanese pastoral leadership train-
ing and Dr. Grant LeMarquand (Academic Dean
and Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and
Mission) that I am here. I came to Trinity because
Trinity believes in the authority and the teaching
of the Bible.  I am studying for the MDiv degree.  

Living in the United States, I have enjoyed mak-
ing friends.  Americans are so friendly!  And I
enjoy having peace – I enjoy living in the most
peaceful country in the world.  The biggest cultur-
al learning here since arriving was the American
food.  Also, seeing homeless people in America
was a shock for me.

When I finish my studies at Trinity, I will hopeful-
ly go back to Sudan and plant churches if the situ-
ation is better.  Sudan is the largest country in
Africa by area, bordering nine other nations. The
term “Sudan” comes from Arabic and means “the
place for black people.” The Bible calls Sudan
“Cush” (Isaiah 18:1-7). There are two kinds of peo-
ple in Sudan. The northerners are Arabic-speak-
ing and largely Sunni Muslims. They tend to be
relatively light-skinned, coming from Arab or
Egyptian stock. The southern Sudanese are black
African people belonging to many tribes. More
than 200 languages and dialects are spoken in
Sudan. 

The church of Sudan and the people of Sudan
have a history of prolonged suffering. In the civil
war, two million lives (mainly Christians) were
lost in southern Sudan and thousands upon thou-
sands of southern Sudanese roamed the world as
refugees. In Sudan, Arab Muslims from the north
are persecuting the non-Muslims tribal peoples of

the south. The good news is that the Southern
Sudanese church is committed to proclaiming the
gospel and promoting reconciliation, justice and
peace among themselves and even their enemies. 

For many years, and even now, the church is the
only Sudanese voice heard clearly and consistently
inside and outside Sudan. It is not a sad place to
visit or live! Christian life in Sudan is not an easy
life, but the gospel is our hope, not just for the
forgiveness of sins but for having the power of
God available to help us live and endure with joy
even as we have hardships in life. The church of
Sudan is a church of hope, faith, and a sign of
what it takes to live a Christian life in persecution. 

Please pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ
in Sudan to have the lasting justice and peace we
have been longing for. Also write to your
Congressmen and women, Senators, and
President Bush to encourage the government of
Sudan to accept peace in Sudan. 

Note:  Abraham is the author of Lost Boy No More,
in which he tells his story of his experience as an
orphan of the civil war in Sudan.  Please contact the
Trinity Bookstore if you would like to obtain a copy.

My name is Jonathan Wong and I am from
Singapore. I am a priest from the Diocese of
Singapore, Church of the Province of South East
Asia.  I am married to Karen
and we have three children:
Rachel, Elisabeth and Daniel.

Growing up in the house of
a priest, faith in God
becomes something taken
for granted.  In adolescence
I experienced a crisis of
belief, and yet God know-
ing those who are his, worked through my doubts
to bring about a deep faith, faith in God who

Jonathan
Wong
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alone justifies us not by anything we do, but as a
result of what He has done on the cross.  Still
ministry was not my first choice of careers; God
called me into it, to the point where I could no
longer imagine doing anything else.

We had planted and pastored a church in
Singapore, and as a result I was ordained with the
understanding that I would finish my theological
education.  I had tried to do it concurrently with
pastoring and raising a young family, and it was
just too much.  The leadership in the Diocese
thought it best if I went overseas to complete my
education.  They presented Trinity amongst others
in the world, and after praying, Karen and I felt
led to come to Trinity.

There are several highlights of studying at Trinity.
Academically, really coming to terms with, and
understanding, Reformation theology, such as the
39 Articles and Law and Gospel, has been invalu-
able.  I have really appreciated Trinity’s strong
commitment to the Bible, and have especially
enjoyed taking courses from (former Dean/
President) Paul Zahl and Justyn Terry (Associate
Professor of Systematic Theology).  Personally, we
have made some really good friends and have
experienced a depth and level of community here
that has been encouraging.  The times in the
homes of our American friends have allowed us to
truly experience America in a way we could not
have otherwise.  I have also appreciated the slower
pace of life than in the urban setting of Singapore,
and experiencing four seasons. I have been struck
by the generosity of Americans; it has been won-
derful.  

My wife has appreciated the community at Trinity
and St. Stephens (in Sewickley), especially the
“Thank God It’s Tuesday” meetings for seminary
women.  Being at Trinity, says Karen, “has been a
tremendous blessing and a gift from God.  He’s
provided in every way, financially, moral support,
deep and meaningful friendships, and speaking
into our hearts and minds.” Our daughter Rachel
has enjoyed the trips she took with the St.
Stephens youth group, and the musicals she par-
ticipated in there as well.  She actually feels more

at home here than in Singapore, because of the
pace of life.  Our other daughter Elisabeth says, “I
love the school friends that I have made, the
neighborhood, and the church.  I enjoyed home
schooling. When we leave, I’ll miss some of the
fast food, like Wendy’s and Quizno’s, because we
don’t have them in Singapore.”  Elisabeth has also
enjoyed having a big house, and she’ll miss that
when we go back to a high rise apartment in
Singapore.

So – what will we do when we get back to Singa-
pore?  I will return to parish ministry, although I
don’t know where yet.  I also feel called to eventu-
ally teach in a seminary or in a ministry training
setting.  Anticipating returning to Asia, Rachel
says, “I am looking forward to seeing family and
friends I have not seen in 2.5 years.  I am excited
to go back to school, after being home schooled
for a year.  I will miss getting to wear sweaters,
and I am not looking forward to having to take
two or three showers a day!”  Elisabeth says, “I
look forward to the food and the airplane ride.”  

Karen says she will go back to ministry, recharged,
and with a new and deeper understanding of the
gospel:  “Previously my understanding had been
for non-believers, and not really for myself and
other believers.  I have a new and deeper under-
standing of God’s grace.  There is excitement in
living out this deeper faith, and hopefully people
will be able to see this.  I feel empowered to speak
into lives of others because it is God doing the
work,” she says.

When we return, Rachel will be in the seventh
grade, Elisabeth fourth, and Dan in Kindergarten.

Thank you to all who helped gather information from these
students: Patrick Duddy, Senior MDiv student, who lives in
the Abigail International House with Emmanuel and
Shady; Stevie Glor, Alumni Relations Coordinator, who
drives Henrique’s wife Ivy to English lessons each week;
Mark Hall, Senior MDiv student, who is friends with
Jonathan and his family; Bob Hudson, Senior MDiv stu-
dent, who lives in the Prichard International House with
Elias, Ferdinand and Abraham; and Drew Schmotzer,
Senior MDiv student, who is friends with Shady and
Emmanuel.
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Twice every year Trinity plans, hosts and directs a
conference on pastoral leadership. Nothing too
unusual there, you might think – after all Trinity
is a “school for ministry.” One would think that
this would be a normal event around here. 

But these conferences are different: all of the
attendees are refugees in this country. They are
Sudanese. They have fled the oppression, famine
and war of that largest country in Africa and have
landed in the United States (others have gone to
Canada, Australia, Europe, the Middle East) where
they are attempting to start new lives in a radically
foreign culture. Many of them have come with 
little education, few marketable skills and a weak
command of English. 

But many Sudanese have also come with a deep
faith in Jesus. Although many worship in English-
speaking churches in the U.S., they have also felt
the need to pray and sing in their own languages.
Although Americans have reached out to
Sudanese communities with kindness, the
Sudanese have cultural issues and pastoral needs
and problems that go
beyond the experience of
most khawajahit (foreign-
ers, Europeans, non-
Africans). They have experi-
enced trauma and loss that
surpasses most of our
imaginations. So all across
the country the Sudanese
have gathered in “Sudanese
community churches.”
Some of these churches are
denominationally-based
(Anglican or Presbyterian or

Pentecostal), some are language based (Nuer or
Dinka or Bari, or the more generic Arabic). Most
are for all Sudanese and make the attempt to
include different groups and denominations. The
leadership of most Sudanese community churches
is relatively untrained. Few Sudanese pastors had
the chance to study theology in the midst of war.
With some exceptions, the community churches
are led by lay pastors or by young people who
were ordained without the benefit of theological
training.

The vision for training Sudanese pastors came
from the Sudan Council of Churches USA,
formed a few years ago with the help of a man
who was at the time a student at Trinity, Michael
Yemba. Michael approached me asking if there
was some way to help provide training. We
devised a two-year Certificate program. Each stu-
dent would come to four conferences at Trinity
and do four courses at home working with a local
mentor who would meet with students, studying
Trinity’s Christian Foundations Program courses
in New Testament, Old Testament, Church

History and Systematic
Theology.

Trinity held the most
recent Sudanese Pastors
Conference November
30-December 2. Over the
three days the students
ate together and sang
together (with amazing
joy considering the loss
that most of these broth-

ers and sisters have
endured). And they

From the Academic Dean –

Refugee Theology  by Grant LeMarquand

Front row: Elias Chakupewa, Albiono Gur Maror, 
John Garang Awan,Ferdinand M’bwangi; 

Back row: John Rodgers, Michael Yemba, Grant LeMarquand



Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg, by the score
of 40-8.

However, injuries to two key starters would handi-
cap the team for the game against Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, and the Kneelers
were once again destined to fall just short of the
title, taking third place in the “Round Robin”
affair. Yet the Kneelers will rise again! Indeed, we
look forward to next year’s contests with great
anticipation.

Nate Lee is a Junior MDiv student from Virginia.

11January-February 2008

learned together. Lectures and discussions ranged
from “Leadership” (taught by an older Sudanese
pastor, Ismail Kunda), to “Grief” (led by Martha
Giltinan, one of Trinity’s Pastoral Theology profes-
sors), to lectures from two of our full time African
students (Emmanuel Akinola and Beatrice Aber).
Two students from St. Bartholomew’s Church in
Nashville received their Certificates during the
Sunday morning Communion service.

The Sudanese Pastors conferences at Trinity do
not bring prestige and academic glory to the 
institution. Students in this program do not earn
accredited degrees. But this program may be one
of the most important things we do here – helping
pastors learn so that they can minister the love of
God to people in need. This is what a “school for
ministry” ought to do.

Grant LeMarquand is Co-Director (with the Rev. Michael
Yemba) of the Program in Sudanese Pastoral Leadership.

There is a place.

In this place, there is a school. In this school,
there is a field. And on this field, a battle took
place.

You will know the names well. J.E.B. Stuart and
his cavaliers, Pickett and his infamous charge,
Lincoln with his storied address.

Now, new names have taken their place, and you
will know these names also. They include legends
such as Bretch and Brewer, Opat and Pozzuto,
Heijman and Linebaugh, Lee and Grubb.  They
are the new Killer Angels, the new Iron Brigade.
They are your very own Trinity Kneelers.

On November 10th the Kneelers returned to
Gettysburg for an honored tradition rich with folk-
lore for the Trinity community.  The annual
Luther Bowl is an interdenominational flag foot-
ball tournament consisting of seminaries from as
far west as Chicago, as far south as the Carolinas,
and on a stage no less grand than Gettysburg her-
self. 

For the second straight year, the Kneelers pre-
vailed for two landslide victories, first defeating
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia
26-6, before routing the host school, Lutheran 

Your intrepid Trinity Kneelers flag football team

Kneelers Battle It Out in Gettysburg by Nate Lee
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Two Trinity Alumni 
to be Consecrated U.S. Bishops

The Rev. Mark Lawrence (MDiv 1980)
Mark first came to Trinity in
1977, when he and his wife
Allison moved to Sewickley and
Mark enrolled at Trinity, the
newest seminary in the
Episcopal Church.  After gradu-
ating in 1980, they and their
then two children moved back
to the Diocese of San Joaquin
where Mark was ordained as a

deacon and priest and served St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in Shafter, CA, while Allison worked as a
bookkeeper at the local Christian Bookstore. 

In 1984, Mark was called as rector of St. Stephen’s
in McKeesport, PA.  By then they had three chil-
dren and a fourth on the way.  In the thirteen
years he was rector of St. Stephen’s, Mark served
in a wide variety of diocesan activities and com-
munity boards, while Allison ran the Audio-Visual
Department for the Diocese of Pittsburgh.
During this time children #4 and #5 were born.  

Presently, Mark is rector of his home parish of 
St. Paul’s in Bakersfield.  Four of the Lawrences’
children are married. They, their spouses and 
children are all active in Episcopal churches in
Pennsylvania or Maryland. Their youngest 
daughter is presently attending college in

California and active in her local parish.  Their
son, Chad, is a Middler MDiv student at Trinity.
Mark and Allison also have, at present, six grand-
children, who all live in the Pittsburgh area. 

God willing, Mark will be ordained Bishop of the
Diocese of South Carolina on January 26 in
Charleston, SC.  

The Rev. John Engle Miller III
(MDiv 1993)
The Rev. John Engle Miller III
serves as Rector and Pastor of
Prince of Peace Anglican
Church, a 400-member congre-
gation located in Melbourne,
Florida. John graduated from
Trinity in 1993. During his
years in seminary, both John
and his wife Joyce were greatly influenced spiritu-
ally by the discipleship teaching of the Reverends
Thaddeus and Erilynne Barnum. 

Prior to founding Prince of Peace, John served as
Rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church (1996-2004)
and Priest-in-Charge of Holy Trinity Episcopal
Church (1993-1996), both in Melbourne. While at
St. John’s, Fr. Miller introduced his flock to the
importance of local and global missions, resulting
in the support of mission trips to Africa, Papua
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New Guinea, England, Honduras, Haiti, and 
several stateside locations. His greatest blessing as
an Anglican Mission priest is participating in the
planting of new mission churches that lead 
unbelievers into a saving relationship with Jesus.
In its inaugural year, Prince of Peace played a key
role in planting a new mission in Ft. Mill, South
Carolina under the leadership of Fr. Jonathan
Riddle. 

Prior to his call to the priesthood, John held 
positions in marine biology with the Smithsonian
Institution and Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institution, conducting research from Bermuda to

Antarctica and throughout the Caribbean. His
favorite memory of his scientific career is diving
in research submersibles to depths of 3000 feet.
John and his wife Joyce have been married for 34
years; together they have led three pilgrimages to
the Holy Land to walk in the footsteps of Jesus
and one to Greece and Turkey to study the mis-
sionary journeys of the apostle Paul. The Millers
have two sons and a daughter.

God willing, Fr. Miller will be consecrated as a
bishop in the Anglican Mission in America on
January 26 in Dallas.

Letter from Moses Rwothomio

The Rev. Moses Rwothomio received a Certificate of
Work Completed at the 2007 Commencement, then
returned to Uganda to complete his studies at
Uganda Christian University (UCU).  He recently
sent an email to the Alumni Office.

Greetings and love to you all in the name of our
Savior Jesus Christ, whose grace and love has
been poured without measure to make us the chil-
dren of God with a mission of love to the world.

I have received mail from Emmanuel
Mukeshemana informing me about the alumni in
Trinity. Trinity is a great center of knowledge I
have ever encountered in life. I have come to real-
ize my life both spiritually and intellectually has
been blessed in this seminary.  I have developed
passions and skills to serve the people and I feel I
owe great thanks and appreciation to God for
making Trinity what it is. 

Besides working on my dissertation and tutorials
at UCU in the general studies department, I have
opened a children’s ministry in the church in my
neighborhood (see photo). It is amazing how
effective the methods I have learned from Trinity
can produce such an impact. We have reached a

level where the children are the ones doing out-
reach ministry and the population is now over-
whelming. We are now preparing to train more
teachers to give re-enforcement. 

God bless Trinity, God bless my dear professors.
Thank you for making my life to serve our people
in a greater ways.

Truly yours in Christ’s Service,
Moses Rwothomio

At first we thought we would be unable to print Moses’ photo because of the
poor quality. However, thanks to the magic of Adobe Photoshop, we were able

to turn the photo into a work of art!  Our readers who know Moses will recog-nize his big smile in the center of the back row.
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Trinity’s on the road to promote the school, rekin-
dle old friendships, establish new relationships
and recruit new students. Several events were held
this fall and several are planned for 2008.
Raleigh, North Carolina
Trinity held a dinner on October 25 at the Carolina
Country Club.  Representing Trinity were Interim
Dean/President John Rodgers, Rod Whitacre,
Professor of Biblical Studies, Ed and Sue Milligan,
current MDiv and MAME students, alumni David
Drake (MDiv 2005) and Patrick Dominguez
(MDiv 2001), John Gibson, Church of the Holy
Cross, and Garland Tucker, Trinity Trustee.  
Nashville, Tennessee
Grant LeMarquand, Academic Dean and Associate
Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission, hosted
a luncheon for Trinity alumni from the Diocese of
Tennessee at Martha’s at the Plantation on

November 5.  Alumni Marcia King (MDiv 2004
and current DMin student) and Langley Granbery
(Lay Studies 1984) assisted with the planning.
San Diego, California
Grant LeMarquand, Rod Whitacre, Pamela Powell,
former Professor of Pastoral Theology, Russell 
Martin (MDiv 2000 and current DMin student),
David Montzingo (DMin student), and Ian

McCarthy (MDiv 2007) participated in the Hors
D’Oeuvres and Dessert Buffet on November 15 at
Point Loma Presbyterian Church, where Pam
Powell’s husband, John is the Senior Pastor.  
Orlando, Florida
Two events were held on Saturday, November 17 in
Orlando. Dean Rodgers and Marcia Blackburn,
Trinity Trustee, hosted an alumni luncheon at 
Doc’s Restaurant.  Bishop John Howe, several
alumni and prospective students attended.  The
evening event began with Evensong at the

Cathedral of St. Luke’s followed by a dinner in the
Great Hall.  Dean Rodgers, Eric Turner (MDiv
1988), Donald Curran (MDiv 1993), Anthony
Clark, Dean of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke,
Mathew Fenlon, Senior MDiv student from

Trinity is getting the

Show on the Road!

l to r:  Gary L’Hommedieu, Tony Clark, John Rodgers, 
and Mathew Fenlon, at the Orlando Event

Front row l to r:  Cassie Soule, Cynthia Seeliger (MDiv 2004), Marcia King
(MDiv 2004), Monica Carlson (prospective student), Grant LeMarquand,
Holly Gay, (kneeling) Amanda Goin;  Back row l to r:  Thomas McKenzie

(MDiv 1997) Patrick Soule (MDiv 2007), Dixon Kinser (MDiv 2007), Jean
Hastings, Langley Granbery (LS 1984), Clayton Ingalls (MDiv 2006), Tony

Welty (MDiv 2001), Cherie Welty, and Jason Ingalls (prospective student)

l to r:  Pam Powell, Ian McCarthy (MDiv 2007), 
Grant LeMarquand, and Karen and Dave 

Maurer (MDiv 2007) at the San Diego Event
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Central Florida, and Marcia Blackburn,
shared in the festivities.
CANA Conference, Herndon, Virginia
Trinity hosted a dinner on December 7 at
Church of the Epiphany for everyone
attending the conference.  Laurie
Thompson, Dean of the Doctor of
Ministry program and Associate
Professor of Liturgy, represented Trinity
along with Hugo Blankingship, Trustee
Emeritus, and Michael Glor, Junior MDiv
student from Virginia.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Leander Harding, Associate Professor of
Pastoral Theology, hosted a dinner for all
of our alumni from the Diocese of Rio

Grande at Garduno’s Restaurant in
Albuquerque on December 9.  Jane Cave,
wife of Daniel (MDiv 2007), assisted
with the arrangements.
Paoli, Pennsylvania
Dean Rodgers and Richard Englander,
friend of the School, represented Trinity
at a dinner event in Walton Hall of the
Church of the Good Samaritan in Paoli,
Pennsylvania on January 12.  John Yates
(MDiv 2003) and Michael (MAR 2006)
Beverly (MDiv 2006) Berry, represented
the alumni.

Alumni
Reminders

Don’t forget that
TESMNET is now

alumninews@
trinity.tesm.edu
Keep posting!

Use the alumni
listserv – it’s there

FOR YOU!

Also, remember to
keep sending us

your news – 
marriages, births,

ordinations, or 
other good news....

also prayer requests!
Send an email to

alumninews@tesm.edu

or give the Alumni
Office a call at

1-800-874-8754.



As the international students have requested in their articles, please
pray for their homelands, where civil war, antagonism toward Christi-
anity, famine, disease, and overcrowding test the faith of their citizens.

Please also pray for the Search Committee for our new Dean/President,
who will be giving regular updates on their progress via the Trinity web
site (www.tesm.edu) under “News.”  

Finally, we ask for your prayers for our senior MDiv students taking
ordination exams in January, and for their job search.
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Prayer
for Trinity

Other reminders....

Visit Trinity Conference ~ March 13-15, 2008
There are people in your parish who might be hearing a call to ministry. Send them to visit Trinity for the weekend! There will be
workshops on the call to ministry, panel discussions on life at Trinity, classroom experience with our faculty, community worship,
and just plain fun. Go to the Admissions page on the Trinity web site www.tesm.edu/admissions to view the brochure, or call Tina
Lockett, Director of Admissions, at 1-800-874-8754 for more information.

Subscribe to the Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry
The next issue of the Journal will be published in March. Your one-year subscription ($30 for two issues) will need to be received no
later than February 15 in order for you to be included in the 2008 subscription year. Use the subscription card from your copy of the
Journal or visit the Trinity web site (www.tesm.edu/resources/journal) to print out a subscription form. The Development Office can
also take your payment over the phone. Call Martha Chambers, Managing Editor, at 1-800-874-8754 if you have any questions.


